Message

From: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: 6/2/2020 12:57:52 AM
To: Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad

[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Brian Clark [brian.clark@state.mn.us]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD)
[verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; Carrie Leach [leach13@purdue.edu]; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; cindy
flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu; deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu}; Owens, Doug
[Doug.Owens@lllinois.gov]; Dustin Roy [dustin.roy@whiteearth-nsn.gov]; fwhitford [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn
nice [gnice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.chio.gov]; Chahal, Gurinderbir (MDA)
[g.chahal @state.mn.us]; Fischer, Heidi (MDA) [heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; john stone [stonejo2@msu.edu]; Ken
Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; ken.mccann@illinois.gov [Ken.McCann@illinois.gov]; Kern, Kevin {MDARD)
[kernk@michigan.gov]; Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry Lori Bowman
[Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu]; McCloskey, Mark D - DATCP
[mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson [m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt
Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Jorgenson
[matt.jorgenson@state.mn.us]; buesinge [buesinge@uiuc.edu]; Mott, Molly (MDARD) [mottm@michigan.gov];
Monica sipes [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov]; Natalie Hoidal [hoida01l6@umn.edu]; Ola Ajayi
(olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov) [olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov]; Personette, Robby E - DATCP
[robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Mackedanz, Roger (MDA) [roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King
[ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA} [Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne
[suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Tana Haugen-Brown [thbrown@umn.edu]; tim hoffman [thoffman@agri.ohio.gov];
Travis Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; christine.wicks [christine.wicks@state.mn.us]; George Saxton
[saxtong@purdue.edu]; lisa.berg [lisa.berg@state.mn.us]; Beal, Matthew [beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Amber Hanson
Glaeser [amber.glaeser@fbmn.org]; Criag Anderson (canderso@michfb.com) [canderso@michfb.com]; Larry
Antosch [lantosch@ofbf.org]; Lauren Lurkins (llurkins@ilfb.org) [llurkins@ilfb.org]; Lindsey Ramsey
(Iramsey@ilfb.org) [Iramsey@ilfb.org]; Anna Tristan [atristan@ingham.org]; aprieto@illinoismigrant.org; Ben
OHearn [bohearn@migrantlegalaid.com]; bscritchfield@illinoismigrant.org; Carlos Cisneros-Vilchis
[ccisnerosvilchis@legalaidchicago.org]; Dana Cowsert [danaC@proteusinc.net]; Deb Martin [dcmartin@wsos.org];
Elearce Sawyers [ESawyers@chpofil.org]; erica sweitzer-beckman [elb@legalaction.org]; Esperanza Gonzalez
[esperanz BN GEENEIRNESIN Esperanza Velasquez [evelasquez@illinoismigrant.org]; Eva Alvarez
[ealvarez@Ilsscm.org]; Guadalupe Cruz [cruzg@michigan.gov]; Heather Cruz [hcruz@pathstone.org];
heladio.zavala@umos.org; leanie Gorr (jeanieM@proteusinc.net) [jeanieM@proteusinc.net]; Jesus Centero
[centeroj@michigan.gov]; Jesusa Rivera [jesusar@proteusinc.net]; Kara Moberg [kmoberg@lsscm.org];
kgm@legalaction.org; kristin hoffman [kristin.hoffman@ilsi.net]; Laura Waldvogel [laura@famhealth.com]; Lauren
Dana [ldana@legalaidchicago.org]; Lisa Palumbo [Ipalumbo@legalaidchicago.org]; Lisa Sciolaro
[sciolaro.lisa@dol.gov]; lupe.martinez@umos.org; BN RN IRNES I V' ariah Hennen
[mkh@legalaction.org]; Mark Heller [mheller@ablelaw.org]; Mary Phelan [mphelan@illinoismigrant.org]; Melynda
Pinckley [melyndap@proteusinc.net]; Miriam Sonderborg [miriamS@proteusinc.net]; Mischa Fleishman
[mfleishman@legalaidchicago.org]; Molly Spaak [mspaak@migrantlegalaid.com]; psawyer@illinoismigrant.org;
Randall Collins [randallc@proteusinc.net]; Rosa Flores [rosa.flores@illinois.gov]; Rosa Ortega
[rosa.ortega@dwd.wisconsin.gov]; Scott Laeser [slaeser@cleanwisconsin.org]; thendricks@mmlap.com;
tomr@ruralaction.org; becovitzj@purdue.edu; escobara@michigan.gov; Greg Cremers [greg.cremers@state.mn.us};
Gregorio Mendez [gregorio.mendez-ortega@state.mn.us]; jane.larson@wisconsin.gov; Heidi Linberg
[wollaege@msu.edu]; jess@msu.edu; Loretta Ortiz-Ribbing [lortizri@umn.edu]; prochaska.1@osu.edu

cC: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov}]; Dibblee, Seth
[Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Jones, Margaret [jones.margaret@epa.gov]; Mysz, Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov];
Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Capiro, Mirtha [capiro.mirtha@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia
[niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Star, David [star.david@epa.gov]; Swenson, Thomas [Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley,
Abigail [wesley.abigail @epa.gov]

Subject: EPA Temporary Guidance on PPE Respiratory Protection for Agricultural Pesticide Handlers During COVID-19

‘ERA has heard from states and stakeholders about Personal Protective Equipment shortages in the
agricultural sector. To respond 1o these reports and {0 help ensure the health and safety of America’s
farmers, EPA s providing temporary guidance regarding respiratory protection requirements for
agriculiural pesticide handlers. ... The temporary guidance cutlines approaches to address the
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unavaiability of required respiratory protection and respiratory fif testing that should first be
exhausted before considering any alternative options.”

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-06/documents/covid19statementrespirators.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/enforcement/statement-regarding-respiratory-protection-shortages-and-reduced-availability-
respirator

Donald

Donald Baumgartner, B.5., M.S. Meadizral Entomologist

RS WPS Coordinator, RS C&T Coord., Bed Bug Specialist, Zike/Maosy Control, Urban Pests
TSCA and Pesticides Section {LL-171), Land and Chemivals Branch

LS. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5

77 West lackson Bled,

Chicage, Hlinols S0504

pit. 312/886-7835

fax 312/697-2531
baumgariner.donald @epa.gov
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From: EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs

Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 2:37 PM

To: Baumgartner, Donald <baumgartner.donald@epa.gov>

Subject: EPA Releases Temporary Guidance on Respiratory Protection for Agricultural Pesticide Handlers During COVID-
19

Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.
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EPA Releases Temporary Guidance on Respiratory

There is no higher priority for EPA than protecting the heaith and safety of Americans, especially
during the COVID-19 public health emergency. EPA has heard from states and stakeholders
about Personal Protective Equipment shortages in the agricultural sector. To respond to these
reports and to help ensure the health and safety of America’s farmers, EPA is providing temporary
guidance regarding respiratory protection requirements for agricultural pesticide handlers. Our
guidance aligns with recent OSHA memos on respirators while addressing EPA’s responsibilities
under FIFRA and the Agricultural Worker Protection Standard (WPS).

Additional Information
The temporary guidance outlines approaches to address the unavailability of required respiratory

protection and respiratory fit testing that should first be exhausted before considering any
alternative options. Options include:

e Use alternative NIOSH-approved respirators offering equivalent or greater respiratory
protection than those required on the pesticide label;

¢ Hire commercial applicator services with enough respirators and respiratory protection
capabilities;

¢ Optto use agricultural pesticide products that do not require respirators; or
¢ Delay pesticide applications until another compliant option is available.

If the above options are exhausted, EPA’s guidance provides additional options with strict terms,
conditions, and exhaustion requirements tc minimize potential incremental risks to workers:

¢ Reuse and extended use of disposable N95 filter facepiece respirator;
e Use of “expired” respirators;

e Use of respirators certified in certain other countries or jurisdictions meeting protective
conditions outlined; or

¢ Delay the annual respirator “fit test.”

This is a temporary policy. EPA will assess the continued need for and scope of this temporary
guidance on a regular basis. To read the guidance in full and to learn more about EPA's Worker
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